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Brilliant concert reaches
NZSQO’s passionate best

TIIE passion and extraordinary
power of the great romantic
composers  was  gloriously
revealed by the New Zealand
Symphony Orchestra on Tucs-
day evening.

An appreciative  Dunedin
Town IHall audience was treated
to a riveting performance,
ranging {rom serene beauty to
drama and aching melancholy in
works by Decbussy, Rachman-
inov, and Shostakovich, conduc-
ted by Mark Wigglesworth.

The concert began gently
with Debussy's wonderful Prel-
ude a lapres-midi d’un faune, in
which the NZSO showed deli-
cacy and subtlety, while enhanc-
ing the gorgeous melodics.

The orchestra was then
joined on stage by Russian
pianist Alexander Melnikov [or
a thrilling performance of
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Rachmaninov’'s Piano Concerto
No 2. Mclnikov was relaxed and
in command at the keyboard,
whether playing brilliant pas-
sages al breakneck speed, or
segments of quict beauty.

The power and versatility of
the NZSO was amply demon-
strated in a spine-lingling per-
formance of Shostakovich’s
monumental Symphony No 10.
Railing against the murderous
cxcesses of Stalin’s regime, the
symphony is furious, despairing,
macabre and melancholy by
turns. Under the baton of
Wigglesworth, a Shostakovich
specialist, the NZSO was abso-
lutely magnificent, mastering
the complex and emotional
work with aplomb.
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